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Amendments to the Claimsi 

This listing of claims will replace all prior version, and listings of claims in the application; 
T teting of Claims: 

I. (currently amended) A radially expansible luminal prosthesis comprising 
a cylindrical frame having a distal end, a proximal end, a midsection therebetween, and an out* r 
surface for insertion into a body lumen, wherein at 1 east one end pQEtfon ofjhfi flams hU , 

a^Hi^ thickness of \ 



continuous ciT™i™ferentia] section thatJhaS a radieJjM^ 
^ntinuous circumferential s ^tt" the midsection i 




10 forming material varioo in thiolmqaQ over an oxi 
cylindrical flame, nn flint t!i n "iriinpnnhy of the fromo varioo oorroopondinflly . 

2. (currently amended) [[AH radially expansible luminal prosthesis as 
in claim 1, wherein the cylindrical frame comprises stainless steel 
a radiopaque material is coated over the stainless steel at 




83 in 



3. (currently amended). Sje [[A]] radially expansible lurmnal prosthesis aj> in 
claim 2, wherein the radiopaque material is selected from the group consisting of gold, platimjm, 
platinum, iridium, tungsten, and tantalum. 

4. (currently amended) Jhe [[A]] radiaUy expansible luminal prosthesis 
aa^claimUsl] 4rte^ 2, wherein the radiopaque material is thicker near the ends of the 
cylindrical frame than over the midsection. 

Claims 5 - 7. (Cancelled) 

8. (New) A radially expansible luminal prosthesis having a plurality of 
interconnected ring segments, comprising: 
a. a first end ring segment; 
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b. at least one intermediate ring segment which is bngitudinally spaced from tjie 
first end ring segment and which has a continuous drcumferential section having a thickness; 
and 

0. a second end ring segment which to longitudinally spaced flirther from the fijst 
ring segment than the at least one intermediate ring segment and whkh has a continuous 
circumferential section surrounding the second end ring segment having a radial thickness 
greater than the radial thickness of the continuous circumferential section of the at least one 
intermediate ring segment 

9. (New) The mtraluminal prosthesis of claim 8, wherein the at least one 
intermediate ring section is proximally adjacent to the second ring segment. 

10. (New) .The intraluminal prosthesis of claim 8, wherein the continuous 
circumferential section of the second ring segment is more radiopaque than the continuous 
circumferential section of the at least one intermediate ring segment. 

11. (New) The intraluminal prosthesis of claim 10, whereto the continuous 
circumferential section of the second ring segment is formed in part ofaradiopaque coating. 

12. (New) The intralurninal prosthesis of claim 1 1, wherein the radiopaque 
coating on the cormnuous <arcumferentiaJ section of the second ring segment is formed by 
dipping the second ring segment of the prosthesis in a bath of radiopaque material. 

13. (New) The tatnrtuminal prosthesis of claim 8, wherein the continuous 
circumferential section of the second end ring segment is formed in part of radiolucent matenkl. 

14. (New) The intraluminal prosthesis of claim 8, wherein the second ring 
segment is at a distal end of the prosthesis. 

15. (New) The intraluminal prosthesis of claim 8, wherein the first end rhi g 
segment has a continuous circumferential section having a radial thickness greater than the radial 
thickness of the continuous circumferential section of the intermediate ring segment 
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16. (New) The intraluminal prosthesis of claim 8, wherein the continuous 
circumferential section of the first ring segment is more radiopaque than the continuous 
circumferential section of the at least one intermediate ring segment. 

17. (New) The intraluminal prosthesis of claim 10, wherein the continuous 
ciiWerential section of the first ring segment is formed in part of a radiopaque coating. 

18. (New) The intraluminal prosthesis of claim 11, wherein the radiopaque 
coating on the continuous circumferential section of the first ring segment is formed by dipping 
the first ring segment of the prosthesis in a bath of radiopaque material. 

19* (New) The mtraluminal prosthesis of claim 8, wherein the continuous 
ckcunrferential section of the first end ring segment is formed in part of radiolucent material. 
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